Sample Letter

Castle Rock Cut EA

Glen Canyon National Recreation Area

P.O. Box 1507

Page, AZ  86040

To whom it may concern:

I am writing to comment on the public scoping for the proposed Castle Rock Cut environmental assessment. I oppose this project, and urge the National Park Service to choose Alternative 1, the No-Action Alternative. The proposed project would permanently damage Glen Canyon National Recreation Area for the convenience of one group of recreationists, boaters using Lake Powell reservoir. Glen Canyon NRA belongs to all Americans and should be protected for future generations.

There are a number of reasons why I am against the proposed Castle Rock Cut.

• The Castle Rock Cut is not needed, because the number of boaters is decreasing as Lake Powell reservoir declines and gas prices increase, and because there is an alternative route available to boaters.

• This is only a short-term solution, because as Lake Powell reservoir continues to decline, the Castle Rock Cut will likely be unusable once again in the near future. 
• The Castle Rock Cut project would cause significant environmental damage, due to the excavation of large amounts of rock and sediment and the use of heavy equipment that would cause pollution and contribute to global warming.
• The project would scar the natural landscape, which would degrade the scenic and recreational values of the area for the public.

• This project would waste large amounts of taxpayer dollars, taking resources away from the protection and restoration of the backcountry as Lake Powell reservoir recedes, and from other needed boating-related maintenance work.
• The project violates the mandate of the National Park Service to leave our parks “unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.”

Again, I urge the National Park Service to reject the proposed Castle Rock Cut deepening project, and to select Alternative 1, the No-Action Alternative. I also urge you to prepare a full environmental impact statement (EIS) on this large and disruptive project.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. Please keep me informed of any future actions, information, or opportunities to comment on the project.

Sincerely,

[Your Name]

